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SECRET CAIRO 06768 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR MASS EG SO UR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SOVIET OBSTACLES TO EGYPTIAN SHIPMENTS 
TO SOMALIA 

REF: (A) CAIRO 6131, (B) STATE 47224 

1 . AFTER ATHERTON MEETING WITH SADAT YESTERDAY IN 
ISMAILIA, I STAYED BEHIND A FEW MINUTES TO DISCUSS AMONG 
OTHER THINGS HORN OF AFRICA SITUATION. VP MUBARAK, PRIMIN 
SALEM AND FONMIN KAMEL WERE ALSO PRESENT. 

2. AFTER I HAD MADE POINTS THAT I WISHED TO CONVEY, PRIMIN 
SALEM ASKED ABOUT SOVIET HARRASSMENT OF EGYPTIAN VESSELS 
EN ROUTE TO SOMALIA. I TOLD HIM THIS WAS FIRST TIME I 

HAD HEARD SUCH A SUGGESTION FROM EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL. 

ANOTHER DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE, WHO ALLEGED TO HAVE 
OBTAINED HIS INFORMATION FROM AN EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL, HAD 
MADE SUCH A CLAIM, BUT NO EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL HAD HERETOFORE 
RAISED SUBJECT. I NOTED THAT OUR BEST INFORMATION, AS 
OF ABOUT A WEEK AGO, INDICATED NO SOVIET OBSTACLES TO 
SECRET 
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EGYPTIAN SEABORNE SHIPMENTS. SALEM NEVERTHELESS CLAIMED 
THAT SOVIET VESSELS ARE STOPPING AND "SEARCHING" EGYPTIAN 
AND OTHER VESSELS GOING THROUGH THE BAB AL-MANDEB BOUND 
FOR BERBERA. WHEN ASKED FOR DETAILS, HE COULD NOT BE 
SPECIFIC, BUT CLAIMED HE HAD HEARD THAT THIS IS THE CASE. 

3. SADAT ALSO EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT SALEM'S CLAIM AND SAID 
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THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME HE HAD HEARD OF IT. HE RECALLED 
WE HAVE U.S. NAVAL VESSEL IN AREA AND ASKED IF WE COULD 
OBTAIN ANY CONFIRMATION THROUGH IT OR THROUGH ANY OTHER 
MEANS AVAILABLE TO US WHETHER SOVIET VESSELS ARE IN FACT 
STOPPING EGYPTIAN SHIPS BOUND FOR SOMALIA. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE IF THERE IS ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION 
SINCE THAT INDICATED REF B. ETI.TS 


SECRET 
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